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Gallantry Awards in World War Two to 

 Men and Women of Dereham and District  
Including: Elmham; Fransham; Hoe; Litcham; Scarning; Shipdham. 

Foreword: 
Information about these men and women and their awards has been provided by their 

relatives, and been found from London Gazette; National Archives; Dereham Times. The 

London Gazette did not report the town or village of the recipient until June 1941, and then 

inconsistently, so there may be others whose awards are not recorded here.         B. Scholes 
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Name Unit Page 

Moll, Petty Officer Arthur Frederick, D.S.M. Royal Navy, HMS Ajax 1 

Barnard, Petty Officer Reginald Charles, D.S.M. Royal Navy, HMS Paladin 2 

Bennett, L/Cpl Robert William, M.M. and Bar, Croix de Guerre T.O.E. Royal Signals, 30 Corps HQ 3 

Mickleraith Sapper William Robert, M.M. and Bar Royal Engineers, 22 Mech. Equip. Platoon 4 

Mickleraith, Lance-Corporal Isaac James (Jim), M.M. Royal Engineers, 139 Mech. Equip. Coy 5 

Garnier, Major Edward Hethersett Charles, M.C. 1
st
 Bn The Rifle Brigade 6 

F(r)itton, Sergeant John (Jack), M.M. 20 Anti-Tank Regt, Royal Artillery 7 

Barclay, Major John, M.C. Norfolk Yeomanry (65 Anti-Tank Regt) 8 

259 Swaffham Battery of 65
th

 Anti-Tank Regiment R.A. (Norfolk Yeomanry) 9 

Photographs from archives of Capt. R.G. W. Scarlett, M.M., & Brig. F. M. De Butts, CMG, OBE, DL 10 

Boag, Lt.-Col. John, O.B.E., M.C., T.D., D.L., J.P. Norfolk Yeomanry (65 Anti-Tank Regt) 11 

Frost, Private Charles David, M.M. 5
th

 Bn Royal Norfolk Regiment 12 

Galloway, Lieut. David Robertson, M.C 2
nd

 Bn Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders 13 

Bearman, Lt. William Charles Victor, M.B.E., B.E.M. Royal Engineers, 17 Bomb Disposal Coy 14 

O’Donnell, Capt. Conal  McDonagh, M.B.E., T.D. Royal Engineers with S.O.E. Middle East 

Force 133 

15 

Morter, Corporal Frederick Jack, B.E.M., Mentioned in Despatches Royal Engineers, 8 Mech. Equip. Platoon 16 

Laws, Pilot Officer Adrian Francis, D.F.M. Royal Air Force, 64 Squadron 17 

Ayton, Flying Officer Gordon Frederick, D.F.C. Royal Air Force, 151 Squadron 18 

Cawdron, Sgt (later commissioned) Herbert Graham, D.F.M. Royal Air Force, 9 Squadron 19 

Parker, Sgt (later commissioned) Hubert John, D.F.M. Royal Air Force, 38 Squadron 20 

Millar, Section Officer Patricia Bloss, Mentioned in Despatches Women’s Auxiliary Air Force 21 

Andrews, Mr. James, B.E.M. Civilian, Scarning 22 

Farrow, Mr. Herbert George, B.E.M. Civilian, Dereham 22 

Ward, Mr. Walter William, B.E.M. Civilian, Washbridge, Dereham 22 

Bowman, Mr. Ernest William, B.E.M. Civilian, Shipdham 23 

Graves, Fireman William Charles, Commendation for Brave Conduct Fireman, Dereham 24 

Ransom, Fireman Ernest Goodwin, Commendation for Brave Conduct Fireman, Dereham 24 

Mash, Mr. Bernard, Commendation for Brave Conduct Civilian 24 

Knappett, Dr. Eric Alister, Commendation for Brave Conduct Civilian, Litcham 24 

Citations, recommendations and other original documents 25-41 

Key: D.S.M. – Distinguished Service Medal; D.F.M. – Distinguished Flying Medal; D.F.C. – Distinguished 

Flying Cross; M.C. – Military Cross; M.M. – Military Medal; M.B.E. - Member of the Order of the British 

Empire (Military); B.E.M. – British Empire Medal (Military); S.O.E. – Special Operations Executive. T.D. – 

Territorial Decoration; Croix de Guerre T.O.E. - Croix de Guerre des théâtres d'opérations extérieurs. 
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